[image: image1.emf]January 23, 2009         Olimpiade del Tricolore   -   Reggio Emilia, Italy   August  19   –   26 , 2009     Fort Worth Sister Cities International ( Sister Cities ) is a non - profit 501©3 organization dedicated to advancing  peace through long lasting relationships and international understandin g.  Its seven sister cities include Reggio  Emilia, Italy; Trier, Germany; Nagaoka, Japan; Bandung, Indonesia; Budapest, Hungary; Toluca, Mexico and  Mbabane, Swaziland.     The Olimpiade del Tricolore is a sanctioned youth Olympic sporting event held every fou r years in Reggio Emilia,  Italy.  Fort Worth is the only U.S. city invited to participate.         FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:   Who can participate?        Sister Cities   partners with local schools, sports teams and organizations who are responsible for pre - selecting   their team members based on their sport’s requirements and  Sister Cities’   guidelines.      Sports   are   included based on   Reggio Emilia’s selection.    Once teams are confirmed, all Youth  Ambassadors must attend team and cultural orientations  held   during   the   sprin g and summer of 2009.      Informational meeting for parents & youth athletes on  Sunday  Feb.22 nd , 2:00 - 4:00pm   at FWISD  Wilkerson Greines Gym, located at  5101 C.A. Roberson,  Fort Worth , TX 76119 .      Parents/legal guardians must attend   with Youth Sports Ambassadors   a pre - travel orientation  Sunday,  Mar 29 , 200 9, 2:00  –   4:00 p m   at FWISD Wilkerson Greines Gym.      Final Travel Orientation  –   Sunday, August 2,  2:30  –   4:30 p m   at FWISD Wilkerson Greines Gym wtih    Parents/legal guardians  and   Youth Sports Ambassadors .        Determini ng UIL eligibility is the responsibility of the parent in conjunction with the coach.        Youth must be in good academic standing.      FWISD will release all Youth Sports Ambassadors on an excused absence in order to participate.  It will  be the student ’ s respon sibility to confirm academic release for travel during this period.    Upon receipt of  application and deposit,  a   confirmation letter will be sent to Youth Sports Ambassador and a letter will  be mailed to the school principal.       Parents are invited as  Sister  Cities  Parent Sports Ambassadors to cheer their student(s) during the  competition.   Parents ’   participation   is  as a  spectator  to allow for their son/daughter to have a complete  enriched international cultural experience   as a youth exchange .    All parents mus t complete a  registration form.     When are the events in Italy?      The Olimpiade del Tricolore  teams  will  depart on Wed .   August  19   ;  August 21 st   begins with   official  opening ceremony and conclude  August  2 5 th   with a closing ceremony.   Teams depart on  August  26 t h .      Individual sports events will be scheduled  during   the week.  Events will be held at venues throughout  the Reggio Emilia area   and are subject to change during the Olimpiade .  


Olimpiade del Tricolore 

 International Youth Sports Olympics

When:


August 19 - 26, 2009

Where:


Fort Worth’s first sister city, Reggio Emilia, Italy

What:
The Olimpiade del Tricolore, a fully sanctioned youth Olympic sporting event, began due to admiration for the World Olympic games and its ability to create peace and unity among people even during times of war or political unrest.


Fort Worth Sister Cities International has been the only United States city to participate since its inception in 1993.  The program is held every four years.  In 2005 Fort Worth sent 126 people to participate in the program including athletes, coaches, medical teams and committee members.

Why:
A unique cultural opportunity to participate in a friendly, international sports competition with more than 5,000 youth representing 25 countries.


Fort Worth Sister Cities is a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing peace through long lasting relationships and international understanding.

Who can participate:
Sister Cities has partnered with local schools, sports teams and organizations that are responsible for pre-selecting their team members based on their sport’s requirements and Sister Cities’ guidelines.  Selected team members and coaches must attend team and cultural orientations and cover all expenses pertaining to their participation. 

Approximate cost:
$2,500 - $3,000 per person depending on airfare/taxes.

Tentative timeline:
August 27 
Coaches recruited


February 22 
Teams selected/orientation for athletes and parents


March 16 
$300  deposit due to confirm participation


March 29 
Mandatory pre-travel orientation for all athletes and parent(s)


Spring 2009 
Orientations, fundraising for teams, practice



June 15 
Final payment due


August 2
Final Travel Orientation – Mandatory for athletes and parents


August 19-26 
Olimpiade del Tricolore


September  
Recognition of teams and celebration of winners

Contact information:
Irene Chase, Vice President


817/392-2651 p or irene@fwsistercities.org



808 Throckmorton Street   •   Fort Worth, Texas 76102   •   Telephone (817)392-2650   •   Fax (817) 392-2655
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Pg.  2 Continued  Olimpiade

How are the travel arrangements and costs handled?

· All travel arrangements for the youth teams will be coordinated by Sister Cities.
· Team coaches, trainers, chaperones and Sister Cities representatives will accompany the teams.

· Approximate cost for each participant for this seven day cultural/sports exchange is $2,500 - $3,000.  At time of ticketing a final invoice will be mailed to each participant.
· Cost includes round-trip airfare from DFW to Milan, and/or Bologna, transportation to/from airport in 
Italy, team dorm housing at the Olimpiade village, most meals, bus transportation to all events, team fees, cultural orientation materials, name badges, certificates, team T-shirts, team warm ups and USA caps, Sister Cities’ program fee, a one-year membership to Fort Worth Youth International and an opportunity to make international friendships.   

· Optional cultural day excursions will be proposed to Florence, Bologna, and other local areas.  These excursions are to be coordinated by individual teams and at their own expense.

· Separate travel arrangements will be made available for Parent Sports Ambassadors. Event dates, times and locations are subject to change after departure so parents are encouraged to stay the entire week to insure attendance at their student’s event.  For more information about Parent Sports Ambassadors, contact Ms. Beth Weibel, 817-392-2657 or beth@fwsistercities.org .  
How do you apply?
· Team coaches are responsible for distributing all application packets.  Coaches are responsible for selection of their team members.

· Attend Informational meeting on Sunday, Feb.22, 2:00 – 4:00 pm at FWISD Wilkerson Greines Gym.
· Complete registration along with a copy of last report card, coach’s and teacher’s recommendation forms and deposit due Monday, March 16th.   A $300 non-refundable deposit is required with registration.  Payment accepted by check/money order or major credit card.

· Final balance less deposit is due Monday, June 15th.
· Final travel orientation is scheduled Sunday, August 2, 2:30-4:40pm at FWISD Wilkerson Greines Gym mandatory with a parent and ALL Sports Youth Ambassadors. 
Who do I communicate with to answer additional questions?

· Your team coach or designated coordinator will be your main point of contact.  With the volume of participants, this will ensure an efficient flow of communications.  The Sister Cities office will communicate with all coaches on a regular basis throughout the year.

· The Sister Cities office is always available should there be any concerns.  Your main contact is Irene Chase, Vice President, 817-392-2651 or irene@fwsistercities.org.
Updates will be posted on a regular basis to the Sister Cities’ website at www.fwsistercities.org
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Fort Worth Sister Cities & Reggio Emilia, Italy
 International Youth Sports Olympics – 2009
Sports Youth Ambassador Registration Form
Name: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________  Sex:  M / F     DOB: _________________________    

         First                             Middle                         Last
Address: __________________________________________________    School: ___________________________________ 

           Street                         City                 Zip Code  

Current Grade Level: ____   Graduation Date: ________ Parent(s) Name: __________________________________________
Home Phone: _______________________   Cell Phone: ___________________ Work Phone: _________________________









                            (Mom)                            (Dad)
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________________






(Student)



(Parent)
Name of Recommending Coach: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________    Sport You Will Be Representing: _______________________ 
Participating School/ Sports Club/ Organization: ______________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: ________________________________  Date: _______________

Student Signature: _______________________________  Date: _______________ 
Sports Events for Sports Youth Ambassadors:
Baseball (M) 
Basketball (M/F) 
Soccer (M) 
Volleyball (M/F)




          
Track & field (M/F)        Tennis (M/F)             Swimming (M/F) 
Check with your coach for age requirements for participation.  Sports ambassadors will receive a letter of confirmation upon receipt of registration and deposit. Students and a parent must attend the pre-travel orientation on Sunday March 29th from 2 pm to 4 pm at FWISD Wilkerson Greines, located at 5101 C.A. Roberson, Fort Worth, TX 76119 
$300 deposit may be paid by check, money order, cashier’s check, or credit card.  Check’s may be made out to Fort Worth Sister Cities International.  Please indicate the name of the student on the check.
Credit Card: ____Visa   ____MC   ___Amex
    Expiration Date: _______ 

Name as it Appears on Credit Card: ____________________  Credit Card Number: __________________________________ 
I authorize FW Sister Cities International to charge: $__________ on my credit card. I understand that a 3% processing fee will be added to this amount.
Signature of Card Holder: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deadline: Monday, March 16th
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*Completed registration form
*Copy of last report card
*$300 non-refundable deposit
*Teacher recommendation form, faxed or mailed directly to the Sister Cities office   
Questions? Contact Irene Chase, Vice President   Phone: 817-392-2651    E-mail: Irene@fwsistercities.org
Mail to: Fort Worth Sister Cities International
808 Throckmorton Street
Fort Worth, TX 76102
Phone: 817-392-2892                                         Fax: 817-392-2655                       Website: www.fwsistercities.org



Teacher Recommendation Form 


           Fort Worth Sister Cities International




Olimpiade 2009

The Olimpiade is an exciting opportunity for student athletes from Fort Worth to compete in Reggio Emilia, Italy, one of Fort Worth’s sister cities, with other student athletes from around the world.  More than four thousand athletes from over twenty countries will be competing.  Fort Worth is the only city representing the United States.  Your confidential evaluation of this student is greatly appreciated.  Recommendation forms should be mailed or faxed directly to the address listed below according to the following deadline.  Comments will remain confidential. 

Recommendation Deadline: Monday March 16, 2009  
Student name: ______________________________________   Subject(s) taught this student: _______________________________
Teacher’s name: _____________________________________   School name: ____________________________________________
Rating Scale:


1)Unacceptable     2) Needs Improvement 
3)Acceptable
4) Commendable
      5) Superior

Evaluated Area



Rating

Evaluated Area



Rating

Maturity




_____ 

Team player



_____

Communication skills


_____  

Open-Mindedness


_____

Respect of Authority 


_____

Interest in cultural diversity

_____

Flexibility



_____

Sensitive to others


_____

Please briefly explain why you would or would not recommend that this student be accepted to participate in this program:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Signature: ________________________________________________  Date: ______________________________________

Questions?       Contact   Irene Chase, Vice President      Phone: 817-392-2651    E-mail:    Irene@fwsistercities.org
Fax or Mail to:   Fort Worth Sister Cities International
808 Throckmorton Street     Fort Worth, TX 76102   

Phone: 817-392-2892                                         Fax: 817-392-2655                       Website: www.fwsistercities.org
